
animals staik in tragic collapse at the feet of a

statue of the goddess, amld the rocks of a deso-
late scene, is a mere welter of forms, with noth-
Ing m it of Imaginative tire or sensuous beauty
to div.it attention from the artisfs technical
weakne88. In short, the pleasantest thing for
the observer to <h. is to revert to the quartette
of men who ln one way or another redeera the
ercdit of a school ln whi.h. paradoxically, they
are really allens.
The first of living Spanish artists, Franclsco

Pradilla, sends nothing t<> Paria The absei ce of
his support tells heavily. Allke ln his brilliant
historical canvases and In his small studles of
Italian peasant life, this painter joins orlglnallty
and charm to great technical facultles. Vll-
legas is another absentee, and one not easllj
spared. lt is a plty that he and Pradilla did not

consult together at Rome, where they both bave
lived for many years, and s.-ml each som.- char-
acteristlc piece, if it were only a small study, to
form part of the national collection here. Pew
of those who sustain the burden of the occasion

"DERN1EB EFFORT."
(From the drawing by Segantini.)

are flt substitutes for the two. The strictly na¬

tional works are apt to be gaudy commonplaces
or cruel horrors, the latter Includlng one picture
painted (the size of life) by Fernando Cabrera,
and representing a morgue, with all its awful

facts set forth in brutal candor. Madrazo's por¬
traits of women are faclle, elegant, but purely
Parisian in character, the sort of work that is

constantly met in the Salon. Antonio Fabres
belongs in the same category. His method is

snappy, he is amusing- after a fashion.but his
work is altogether French, and not above the
conventional plane. Francisco Domlngo is a

kind of Spanish Meissonier, less exquisitely
polished. but none the less interesting for that

fact. "Un Savant," by this painter, a pleasing
portrait, has dellghtful breadth. With him the
outlook Improves, though the window through
which he glances does open on France rather
than on Spain. Moreno Carbonero'a two

ecenes from "Don Qulxote" are admirably
sympathetic and splrlted. One of them par-
ticularly, in which the gentle knight is comlng
to close quarters with the windmill, is so good
that itis hard to think amiably of tbe llangmg
Committee- responsib'.e for its having been
wretchedly hung. Daniel Vierge, the noted II-
lustrator, provides u pleasant bpo! In the show.
even though he exhlbits but a handful of fugi-
tive odds and ends from his Bketch book and
portfolios.
The one Spaniard who comes aggressively and

finely to the front is a iomparatlvely young
man, Joaquin Sorolla. He is a realistlc painter
flf aailmakers at work, of nurses giving children
dips in the sea, of Spanish peasanta lounging. He
paints his Bimple personages in the Bimplesl
fashion, and pours sunlight over them until
his canva.es threaten to make you blink. There
is nothlng delicate, nothlng graclous in bis art.

The nearest he comes to tbe rendering <>f a

beautiful line is in "Le Main." a plcture captivat-
lng in its breezy and yet very graceful treat¬
ment of flapping she. ts and swelling salls. For
the most part. however, Sorolla is anxioua to
st-t down nothlng more than the facts aa he bi s

them out of doors, to paint figures with life in
them. stirring winds, hot Bunshine, and the vivid
play of light and shade everywhere. .\ crude
passage here and there is powerlesa to asen
the vitalit) and sparkle of his work. II. ia by
all odds th.- mosl interesting figure in tin- span¬
ish section. and since tha) is not the besl of
compliments, the ::; ai h ction be ng g< ¦>

erally dull aml tasteless, it may be added thai he
i.s also one of He- moi pn mising young painters
to be found in all ih. .rand l\.'._,.- R C

DEFIM'.D.
From The Chicago Post.
"Papa, what is 'lilthy lucre".'"
"lt ib the iiiojk> Uial another man liaa."

IIUGII JOHN MACDONALD.

PREMIER OP MANITOBA ACTIVE IN THE

CANADIAN POL1TICAL CAMPAIGN.

Montreal, SepC 120..The most interesting
feature of the preaent polltica] campaign ln
Canada, which is being carried on prepara¬
tory tu a general election, is the prominence
given in it by th- Conservatives to fhe Hon.
Hugh John Macdonald, Premier of Manitoba.
It is true tbat this is not the first general elec¬
tion in which be has been prominent, for in
1896, when the Tupper Government appealed
to th.- people and met with a crushing d.-f.-at,
lie was Minister of the Interlor, and as such
was much in evldence on the platform. In
those days, however, his name was not rnen-
tloned for the leadershlp of the party, and no
marked Interest was aroused in him. The events
of the last four years have, however, convinced
the Conservatives that they badly need a new

leader, and they have turned instinctively to
the son of their former chief, who for forty
years dominated the politics of Canada.
The name of Maodonald ls still one to con-

jure with, and, still more happily for the Con¬

servatives, the characteristic lineaments of the
father have been renewed in the son, while
Hugh J hn has much of the geniality, suavity
and tactfulness which made Sir John A. Mac-
donald the most likable personal!ty of his gen-
eration. Accordingly, he has been called from
the narrow politlcal field of Manitoba and has
been promoted almost to a position of co-ordi-
nate leadership with Sir Charles Tupper. The
campaign buttons and lithographs bear the faces
of both men Bide by side, and there are eonstanl
referencea to the "Tupper-Macdonald" cam¬

paign.
Hugh John Macdonald is the only son of the

late Sir John Macdonald, Prime Minister of the
Dominion of Canada from the confcderation
until his death, in 1891, with the exception of
om Parliament He was born in Kingston ln
\s~>'K und was educated for the bar. After
practtsing for some years he went west to Win-
nlpeg, where he became head of a leading law
firm, two of his partners being sons of Sir
Charles Tupp.-r. He took absolutely no interest
or part in politics until he was over forty years
<>f age. ln a.l.liti. n to his profession, he was

interested in military matters, and twice took
th.- field as an ofllcer in 1879 in the suppres-
sion of tl.e ll,;\ River Rebelllon, and again in
1885, in tb.- Northwest Rebelllon campaign. Last
y.ar he declined a commission in the Canadian
reglment thai went t<> the Transvaal

ln th.- general elections of |891 the Conserva¬
tives of Winnipeg were at their wits' end to
secure a candldate to pit against a strong Lib¬
eral who was in the fleld, and by a lucky in-

Bplration they plcked upon Hugh John Mac¬
donald. He Burprised both friends and foes by
his skill :ts a campaigner. and won easily. ln
Parllamenl ln- made no attempt to advanee his
p littcal fortunes, an.l two years afterward re-
slgned his s.-at on the ground that his private
business requlred his attention,
His future will be determlned largely by the

result of th.-. in- electlon. In the event of
Sir Charl s Tupper regalnlng th.- Premlershlp,
Mr. Macdonald will become a member of his
Cablnet, with an Implled claim on the leader¬
ship v. heti it falls in through the death or re-

tliemenl f Slr Charles, wln. is now in his
.h year. ln th.- moi- probable event of

ii- Laurler government wlnnlng the elections
Sir Charles will retire forthwttb, an.l the Con¬
servatives will have t.. select a leader at once.
ln thla contingeney it is probable that the choiee
will fall on Mr. Foster, who has a record of
nearly twentj yeara of brilliant service in Par¬
liament lo bbl credit, aa well as the well turned

reputation of being one of the best.lf not the
best.platform speakers in Canada.
Mr. Bfacdonald is married and has one son

who bears his grandfather's famous name John
Alexander Ma. conald.

LIGHTXISC, M0D8 OX ST. PHL'S.
From Tho London Daily News.
A total rearrangement of the system of light-

ning conductora on st. Paul's Cathedral is now
virtually complete. It is interesting to learn
from Killingworth Hedges, M. I. F. E., the
elei trieian nnd-r whose superintendence the
work has been rarried out, thai the old Idea
that tht- erection of a lightning rod on the high¬
est point of a strueture protected an area all
round it is quite illusory. The safeguarded
area was supposed to be the space withln a
clrcle whose radiua was equal to the beight of
the lightning rod. This theory, we understand
is now discredited, and the Cathedral has been
protected by a system of conductora, perpen-
dicular and borlzontal, comprising over a mil<*
of cabies. on whi.h at vario.is prominent points
are placed about fifty "aigrettes" groups >.f
soii.l copper Bpikea radiating upward. and ef-
fectually connected at the base with the cabies:

The old system of joint making by "junction
pieces," or splicing and soldering, has also been
abandoned, it having been found that if surfaces
were merely screwed together they were apt to
oxidize and set up reslstance, and if they were
soldered th.e soldering sooner or later would be
very likely to become loosened and detached by
the natural expansion and contraction of the
metals.
A new method of running to earth has also

been adopted. The usual plan is to connect the
conductors with plates of copper embedded deep
down in moist earth, and these plates. to be
efTective. must be of considerable size. It is
often difficuit to get them down low enough. At
St. Paul's Cathedral they have made earth con-

lit'.N. HUGH JOHN MACDONALD,
Premler of Manitoba.

nection by means of iron pipes perforated at the
bottom and driven into the ground by speeial
taekle, thus affording a pasaage down whlch the
conductor is passed to the necessary depth. and
by means of which, if necessary, the earth be¬
low may be wat.-red. The whole work has been
carried out by the Cathedral Surv.yor's staff
under the personal superinteudence of the elec-
triclan.

A CONVERSATIOR BARRMO OCT.
From The Rochester Post-Sxpreaa
At a term of the Circult Court in one of the

upriver eounties not long ago a horse case was

on trial. and a well known horseman was called
as a witness. "Well, sir, you saw this horse'.'"
said the defendant's counsel. "Tes, sir. I"-
"What did you do?" "I jt-st opened his mouth
to find out how old hc was, an' I says to him.
says 1, 'Old feller, I guess you're pretty good
yet..Stop!" cried the oivosing counsel
"Your Honor, I object to any conversation
carried on between tbe witness and the borse
when the plaintlff was not p_r*_-_-.nt-" The ob-
j_.-ct.on was sustained.

HUGE GRANITE COU'MNS.
SHAPED AND POLISHED IN A LATHB.

T.. AXtCOa THK KPISCOPAI. CATITKDKAI. IN THI3

C9TT.THS UIU.JEST MA<"IUNh

KINI; IN THK W..RI.D.

F-r the Cathedral ..f St. John the fiivlne. hj
this city, thirty-two magnificent granlt
uinns ar- ti
story house. an.l f.. shape them a rerrarkable

¦:' ma.-hine. -onstrucfd
in Philadelphia and sent to the quarri-s of the

Granite Company, in Vmaihav-n. Me.
It is nothlng a turning lathe et un-
parall-l-il Strength an.l proportions.
A g.1 mustratlon ..f the ohjects and opera-

ti.«n of a lathe n found ir. a shop where wooden
balusters are manufactured. A stich of wood.
three .,r f,,ur inches s.juar.- and two nr three
feel long. is adjusted in a horizonta! position.
with its ends firmly hel.l by metal ciisks. which
at.- tntended tr. revolve rapidly. The stich being
thus set in rotation, a workman it the
edge of a chisei, or other cutting tu-l. which
rests on a fix.-.l support, but may be shifted
from one end of th- stich to th- other. The
result <>f this treatment is t,. make the stick
perfectly round in a very short time. Its diam-
eter at different pointa may be vari.d. if this
is desirable, so that in a is a

gracefol bulge and in another a sleudei taper.
Lath.-s are also built f,.r working metal, and
the cutter is usually shifted au" by a
aerew motion, so that the laek of uniformity
which results fn.m hand w..rk is ¦!, and
absolute adherence to a model tnsured.
The same method is mom esaploye 1 in shaping

long blocks of stone into columns like th
front of the- New-Tork Life Bulldlng in

way. The stone is suspended horizontally be-
tw-.-n the "head stock" an.l "tail st-ck." both
of which can rotate. As in other lathes, the
power which causes ihe stone t :s ap¬
plied to th*- head stock. By arranu.:

cutting tools on the side the superfluous material
is chipped off by degrees* aad ti is re¬

duced to the desir. .1 dimensl -ar-ly,
though, of course, oot s rapidly, as a s

baluster.
The tir.ish---d c.lumns of th- i'.; '.t:he-

dral are to b.- ."1 feel long, and
of6feet When finished, each wil. .... igb 1':"
But to begin with, a block is quarrie.l -ut that
is t'.T feet long, measures 8% by 7 :' t ia
s.-ction, and weighs aboul S10 tons! This tur-

den must be sus;ained by the two rotatlng ends
of the marvellous machine r.-, ntly s* nt to

Vinalhaven. Before the lathe is put in op-ration
it is intended that a little of each rectangular
edge shall be taken off from ;h.- Uo< k by hand.
Eight cutting tools will be adjus:
each other. one going a little d-eper than its

preJeeessor. Each is desi^ ,t off three
inches ot ston->, so that together they would
be capable of makinj. a cut twenty-:'. ur

in depth. By a suitable nie.hanism these cut¬

ters ate slowly shifted from one end of the
lathe to the other, so as to tmverse th.
length of the column. But they are set ::

a manner that they eannot make the d: i

less than six feet.
Wh.n a column has thus been brought

to the proper size it still has a ral
aurface. The stone must nos bt- polished. T.-..s
second operation is conducted with th.
also. but the rotation is effected at a I

higher rate of speed. There are tu

procesees. The first, or "roush" polishii
done with a cup sha; that baa
of hardened Steel shot in contact with th¬

ing surface. In the fmal op-ra-. p aaa

emery are employed A period of abou: s'.x

weeks is required for each column. lt wlU take
nearly four >ears. therefore, to gel .ut the
whole thirty-two columns.
This machine is >.'. feet long an.l weighs 135

tons. lt is much larger than an> ..ther stone

cutting lathe ever before constructed lt :s

drlven by a tifty borse-power engin- \\

gaged in cutting iis speed is one an.i thr.

quarters revolutions a mlnute, an.l thre.

used for polishing. The chang.- of speed is ef¬
fected by gearing. The work of c-nstructing
the lathe was begun in Deeember iast. and it

was dellvered t.> th. I-. .'.well Granite Oaa
in May. But it was not put into operation until

a few weeks ago.
.-.-

A DAYl.lt. Hi METEOK.
From Nature. .

just b.fore sutis-t oa September l* a naagniB-
cetit meteor was observed in th. North of Eng¬
land and in Sctlan.l. A large DOfflb. r ot d.-scrip-
Uona of the object bave appeared is the newa-

papers, and it appenra that notwithstanding
broa.l dayligbl th- spectacle was a v.-ry brill-
ianl one.

At St. Aiin.'.- Lancashire, the meteor fell in a

northerly dlrection, an.l l.ft a cotuma f w

smoke. which remain. .1 \ lsibW- ten sainuteo At
Hunt's Cross the lim.- was noted as »;h .Vj
Sttd the object is said to have falles n.-ar

wood, leavlng a long trail f white dusl for sev¬

eral mlnutea As seen from Blrkenhead the me¬

teor appeared at »'.h. 54a*. In tb an.i
looked like a descending rocket it> potl
nearly vertical, an.l it lefl a f*>r
nearly six minut. s At Wethei IS, tho
smokellke cloud I- ft by th.- au
visible until Th. 39m. At Oven
the object is sanl :.¦ h.i\e app.:
a fleld on the lefl bank of the
from BangOI ls\. o, ,1.
At and near Kdinburgh the Bl

n.-ss. 1 by many p> rsona Ont
that at 8b. ">."im. tbere w.is :: suddei
what appeared to be .t streak of moltea silvet
followed by a train of sparks whizzed past,
apparently fallmg into a taige ti. id ot U
ol h-s right haud.


